
  

THE 
SPIRIT 
WORLD 

 

What does the Bible say? 



 

 

 

2

 

 

 

ISBN: 978-1-4357-0694-1 

©1999 - Domenico Barbera, 

5489 Desson Av. Niagara Falls, ONT. L2G 3S9 
(Canada)  
Tel. (905) 354-2237 e-mail: cvl_dbarbera@yahoo.ca  

 

Title: The Spirit World: What Does The Bible say? 

Year: 1999 

 

Original Title: Il mondo degli spiriti. 

Translation by Dino Cianflone. 

 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be 
reproduced in any way without the prior written 
consent of the Publisher, except for brief quotations 
for use in book reviews. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture taken from 
the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved. 

Scriptures taken from the New King James Version 
are identified NKJV. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas 
Nelson,  
Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
  
 
  
 



 

 

 

3

 
 
 
 
 

O T H E RW O R K S by Pastor Domenico 
Barbera 

� Is Jesus Christ God? 
� The Great Commission of Jesus Christ 
� Heroes of the Faith - Hebrews 11 
� Is Marriage Divinely Instituted? 
� The First Multiplication of Bread 
� Nehemiah… A Man Moved, Sustained and 
Heroically Motivated 

� The Spirit World  
� Jesus… The Divine Healer 
� Faith As Taught In The Bible 
� Jacob… A Man Transformed By God 
� The Journey of a People - From Egypt to 
Canaan  

� Doing Good To Someone For Love 
� Wath the Bible says about Satan 



 

 

 

4

INDEX 

INTRODUCTION.................................................... 17 

CHAPTER 1.............................................................................. 19 

LIST OF SPIRITS THAT ARE MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE
.............................................................................................. 19 

Premise ........................................................................... 19 

The singular form......................................................... 20 

The plural form ............................................................. 21 

CHAPTER 2.............................................................................. 23 

EXAMINATION AND EXPLANATION OF THE 
BIBLICAL TEXTS ............................................................. 23 

Spirit of jealousy .......................................................... 23 

Comparison of some translations ........................... 24 

1 Examination of the Biblical text ............... 24 

2 The nature of the spirit of jealousy ......... 25 

3 The manifestation of the spirit of 
jealousy...................................................................... 25 

CHAPTER 3.............................................................................. 29 

AN EVIL SPIRIT ................................................................ 29 

The Bible text ................................................................ 29 

1. Abimelech ............................................................ 31 

2. Saul ........................................................................ 32 



 

 

 

5

3. Reflections on the semantic field of the 
term [ra ‘] .................................................................. 33 

Examination of the semantics of the 
Hebrew term [ra ‘] ........................................... 33 

Evil, harm, bad, fatal, injurious, 
malicious ............................................................ 34 

Aversion, hostility, adversity .................... 34 

Affliction, to torment ................................... 34 

Bad, sickly, unfavourable, harmful ......... 35 

Calamity.............................................................. 35 

To oppose, to be sad, to offend ................ 37 

Pain, sorrow, destitution, difficulty, 
distress ................................................................ 37 

Harm, to do harm, to damage, to injure
................................................................................ 37 

Heavy, deep, oppressive .............................. 38 

To injure, wound, offence ........................... 38 

Cunning, wickedness..................................... 39 

Sadness, agony, pain, destitution ........... 39 

Pain ....................................................................... 39 

Problems, woes, confusion ......................... 39 

To irritate ........................................................... 39 

Wicked, malicious, horrible, unfair, 
terrible ................................................................. 40 

Worst, worse ...................................................... 40 

Mistaken, reprehensible, unjust, to do 
harm...................................................................... 40 

CONCLUSION ................................................................ 40 

CHAPTER 4 ............................................................................. 43 



 

 

 

6

THE SPIRIT OF FALSEHOOD....................................... 43 

EXAMINATION OF THE BIBLE TEXT ..................... 44 

CHAPTER 5.............................................................................. 49 

SPIRIT OF THE PHILISTINES ....................................... 49 

1. Some statistics from the Bible. .......... 49 

2. Examination of the Biblical texts and 
their application. ........................................... 50 

First attitude – The sentiments of the Philistines50 

Second attitude – The strategy of the Philistines 50 

Third attitude – the mockery of the Philistines.... 53 

Fourth attitude – The magic arts of the Philistines
........................................................................................... 55 

Fifth attitude – The vengeance of the Philistines 56 

Sixth attitude – The pride of the Philistines ......... 57 

Seventh attitude – The Philistines in continuous 
conflict with Israel ....................................................... 57 

CHAPTER 6.............................................................................. 61 

A HAUGHTY SPIRIT ........................................................ 61 

1. Wisdom and knowledge........................................ 62 

2. That which is done for God .................................. 63 

CHAPTER 7.............................................................................. 65 

THE SPIRIT OF DESPAIR (A,CRUSHED SPIRIT)..... 65 

1. A CHEERFUL HEART............................................. 66 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT A 
CHEERFUL HEART .......................................... 66 

Serving the Lord with joy and 
cheerfulness of heart .................................... 67 

Amusement and entertainment ................ 67 



 

 

 

7

A heart made cheerful from wine .......... 68 

A cheerful heart for the good things the 
Lord has done .................................................. 70 

A heart made cheerful by the prospect 
of possessing a property ............................. 71 

A heart that rejoices for having sought 
the Lord............................................................... 71 

Joy that comes from the Lord .................. 72 

A heart that rejoices for the glory of its 
inheritance ........................................................ 73 

A heart that rejoices in the 
Lord’s precepts ................................................ 73 

A heart that rejoices when it trusts in 
the name of God.............................................. 78 

When a heart is content, there is 
always celebration ........................................ 79 

A father’s heart rejoices when the heart 
of his son is wise ............................................ 79 

The heart rejoices for all its labour...... 80 

A cheerful heart due to particular 
events ................................................................... 80 

A joyful heart for having come to the 
mount of the Lord, the Rock of Israel .. 81 

The joy of being servants of the Lord ... 81 

A heart rejoices for God’s intervention 82 

The joy of the heart that comes from the 
Word of God ...................................................... 82 

When joy fails .................................................. 83 

Jesus will see the disciple again and 
will cheer his heart ....................................... 84 



 

 

 

8

To be ever before the Lord: This is the 
joy of the heart ................................................ 85 

The heart rejoices when there is 
fellowship with other believers ............... 85 

2. A CRUSHED SPIRIT................................................ 86 

What is a crushed spirit? .......................... 86 

The affirmation of Proverbs 17:22 ........ 88 

Isaiah 61:3 ........................................................ 89 

CHAPTER 8.............................................................................. 91 

SPIRIT OF PERVERSION ............................................... 91 

Perversity ........................................................... 92 

1. HOMOSEXUALITY FROM A MEDICAL-SCIENCE 
PERSPECTIVE ............................................................... 93 

Linguistic definition of homosexuality:93 

Homosexual:................................................................... 93 

Homosexuality .............................................................. 93 

Medical definition of homosexuality.................. 94 

Some particulars of homosexuality from a 
medical-scientific point of view............................ 95 

2. HOMOSEXUALITY FROM A BIBLICAL 
PERSPECTIVE ............................................................... 97 

Premise ................................................................ 97 

Declarations from the Old Testament on 
the subject of homosexuality..................... 98 

1) Leviticus 18: ................................................. 98 

2) Genesis 19:5; Judges 19:22 ............... 102 

Declarations from the New Testament 
on the topic of homosexuality................ 111 

1) 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10:........................... 111 



 

 

 

9

2) Romans 1:27: ............................................ 114 

3) 1 Timothy 1:9-10:.................................... 115 

CHAPTER 9 ........................................................................... 119 

SPIRIT OF DULLNESS OR STUPOR.......................... 119 

Examination of Isaiah 29:10 .................................. 120 

Examination of Romans 11:8 ................................. 122 

CHAPTER 10 ......................................................................... 125 

SPIRIT OF PROSTITUTION.......................................... 125 

Examination of some texts ...................................... 126 

Texts from the prophet Hosea ................................ 128 

CHAPTER 11 ......................................................................... 131 

DEMONS AND UNCLEAN SPIRITS ........................... 131 

Preliminary notes and statistics ............................ 131 

1. Demons – texts from the Old and New 
Testaments in the plural form ................................ 133 

1) Leviticus 17:7............................................ 134 

2) Deuteronomy 32:17 ................................ 134 

3) 2 Chronicles 11:15 ................................. 134 

4) Psalm 106:35 ............................................ 135 

5) 1 Corinthians 10:20-21; Revelation 
9:20 ..................................................................... 135 

6) Mark 1:34 ................................................... 136 

7) Mark 3:15 ................................................... 137 

8) Luke 10:1-17.............................................. 137 

9) Mark 3:22 ................................................... 137 

10) Mark 938 .................................................. 138 

11) Matthew 7:22-23 ................................... 140 

12) Luke 8:2 .................................................... 142 



 

 

 

10

13) Luke 13:32............................................... 143 

14) 1 Timothy 4:1 ......................................... 144 

15) James 2:19 .............................................. 144 

16) Revelation 16:14 ................................... 145 

17) Revelation 18:2...................................... 146 

2. New Testament texts – demon, in the singular 
form................................................................................ 147 

1) Matthew 9:33 ............................................ 147 

2) Matthew 11:18 and Luke 7:33.......... 147 

3) Matthew 15:21-28 and Mark 7:26-30
............................................................................... 148 

4) Matthew 17:18; Mark 9:26; Luke 9:42
............................................................................... 148 

5) Luke 4:35 .................................................... 149 

6) John’s witness .......................................... 150 

3. Zechariah 13:2....................................................... 152 

4. Various New Testament texts ........................... 153 

2) Mark 1:23-26 ............................................. 156 

Some practical considerations ............................... 158 

3) Mark 3:30 .................................................... 159 

4) Mark 5:2, 8 ................................................. 161 

5) Mark 7:25:................................................... 167 

6) Mark 9:25:................................................... 168 

7) Acts 5:16; 8:7 ............................................ 171 

8) Revelation 18:2 ........................................ 172 

CHAPTER 12 ......................................................................... 173 

DEAF AND MUTE SPIRIT ............................................ 173 

CHAPTER 13 ......................................................................... 177 



 

 

 

11

SPIRIT OF ILLNESS ...................................................... 177 

Premise ......................................................................... 177 

EXAMINATION OF THE TEXT ................................ 178 

The physical condition of the woman ...... 178 

What Jesus saw ................................................... 179 

Jesus calls the woman ..................................... 179 

What Jesus did .................................................... 180 

Reflections of a theological order .......................... 181 

CHAPTER 14 ......................................................................... 185 

SPIRIT OF DIVINATION................................................ 185 

What the Bible says about fortune-tellers and 
spiritism ........................................................................ 185 

A passage from the book of the Acts of the 
Apostles ........................................................................ 186 

Something to remember concerning fortune-tellers
........................................................................................ 187 

CHAPTER 15 ......................................................................... 189 

THE EVIL SPIRIT ........................................................... 189 

The works of the sons of a certain Sceva ........... 189 

The results of the works of the sons of Sceva ... 190 

What it means to invoke the name of Jesus ...... 191 

CHAPTER 16 ......................................................................... 193 

THE SPIRITUAL FORCES OF WICKEDNESS......... 193 

THE SEVEN ELEMENTS THAT MAKE UP THE 
ARMOUR OF GOD ..................................................... 195 

1) The belt ........................................................ 195 

2) The breastplate......................................... 197 

3) The footwear .............................................. 199 



 

 

 

12

4) The shield.................................................... 200 

5) The helmet.................................................. 201 

6) The sword .................................................... 203 

7) Prayer............................................................ 204 

CHAPTER 17 ......................................................................... 207 

DECEIVING SPIRITS ..................................................... 207 

I. BIBLICAL FACTS REGARDING DECEPTION .. 208 

II. THE FIELD OF DECEPTION ............................... 211 

III. GOD’S INTERVENTION ON BEHALF OF THE 
ELECT ........................................................................... 213 

Jezebel ............................................................... 215 

SOME NECESSARY REFLECTIONS 
CONCERNING JEZEBEL..................................... 219 

Revelation 2:20 .............................................. 220 

CHAPTER 18 ......................................................................... 223 

SPIRIT OF ERROR ......................................................... 223 

Premise ......................................................................... 223 

1. THE SPIRIT OF ERROR WITH REFERENCE TO 
FALSE PROPHETS ..................................................... 224 

2. THE SPIRIT OF ERROR WITH REFERENCE TO 
FALSE TEACHING ..................................................... 225 

CONCLUSION ...................................................... 229 

Bibliography ......................................................... 231 

 



 

 

 

13

 

 

DEDICATION 

We dedicate this work to all who are interested in 

understanding what the Bible says about spirits, 
their many names and various manifestations – 
both as to their nature and especially as to their 
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PREFACE 

 
ithout doubt, we live in a time of extraordinary 
events. Theology in many fields is reaching the 

apex of its development. One could say that we live in 
another world, especially those of us that have 
reached a certain age and that can compare the past 
with the present. 

In the present state of affairs, we must never lose 
sight of one particular from the Bible. In the book of 
the prophet Daniel (12:4), the Lord says to His 
servant, “But you, Daniel, close up and seal the 
words of the scroll until the time of the end. Many will 
go here and there to increase knowledge”. This verse 
speaks of the end times and the increase of 
knowledge. Here is what I find noteworthy about this 
verse: the increase of knowledge that has occurred in 
our current society indicates that we have come to 
the last days. 

Now, this state of affairs causes me to reflect on what 
is written in Revelation (12:12): “…woe to the earth 
and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! 
He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time 
is short”. The enemy of our souls bursts out against 
humanity with all his resources and he tries to 
dominate us with his craftiness. Is it not written, 
“that the whole world is under the control of the evil 
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one” (1 John 5:19) – that is, under his power? … what 
to do?… 

Thank God that in His mercy, He helps His children. 
We read in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 that He has given 
various gifts for the work of the ministry and among 
these is the gift of “distinguishing between spirits”. 
What does this mean? 

In the New Testament, especially in the Gospels, we 
find many examples that attest to the fact that a man 
can be inhabited by the devil. To confirm this, in 
Matthew’s Gospel we read these words from Jesus: 
“When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes 
through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. 
Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' …” 
(Matthew 12:43-44). The words that Jesus uses here 
are clear enough and leave no doubt as to their 
meaning. 

The author of this work, Pastor Domenico Barbera, 
has courageously penetrated this world of spirits, 
analyzing, I would say almost too specifically the 
various cases that are found in the Bible. 

He has referred, whenever he has believed it 
necessary, to the Jewish or Greek etymology of 
certain words. The brother clarifies the thought in 
depth while drawing some spiritual lessons. In this 
“study”, scriptures are reviewed (both in the singular 
as well as the plural forms) that concern evil spirits 
(i.e. demons). 

As we are reminded that our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil 
(Ephesians 6:12), Barbera places emphasis on the 
internal manifestations of these spirits in anyone that 
is possessed of them. In fact, by the tangible 
expression of their attributes, he is able to name the 
spirits. 
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The work, overall, is well laid out despite some 
digression, but even these have their place as they 
increase our knowledge of the subject. For my part, I 
recommend this work in particular to pastors, leaders 
and anyone having the responsibility of a Christian 
Community because by reading this book, the Lord 
will surely open their eyes to the nature, action and 
manifestation of “the spirit who is now at work (even 
today) in those who are disobedient.” (Ephesians 2:2). 

Nino Tirelli 

Former priest of the Roman Catholic Church 



INTRODUCTION 

 

rom what we read in the pages of the Bible 
regarding evil spirits, it is important to emphasize 

what the Word of God teaches in order to have a clear 
understanding of the subject of “spirits” – both as to 
their various names, but above all as to know how 
they behave and manifest themselves in their diabolic 
work in human life. 

We say in “human life” for the simple reason that 
“these spirits”, according to the Bible, prefer to abide 
in humans rather than in beasts unless they are 
obliged to leave their preferred dwelling for a less 
desirable place (cf. the only case that the Bible gives, 
Matthew 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-17; Luke 8:26-39). 

Let it be clear from the start that our treatment of the 
subject refers only to “evil spirits” – demons as they 
are specifically called in the Bible and that has 
nothing to do with the human spirit. 

Obviously, before reviewing the various Bible 
passages concerning “spirits”, we will give full 
etymological explanations of the Hebrew and Greek 
terms used in both the Old and New Testaments to 
understand better what the Bible teaches about this 
subject. 

The entire subject will be undertaken with the utmost 
Biblical coherency – with balanced exegesis and 
without forcing a meaning into the text that is not 
there. This, of course, is with the goal of gaining a 
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clear and linear image of the subject. By this, we can 
completely understand how the forces of evil are 
manifested – their acts and operations in human life 
and at the same time, what must be done for those 
that are affected by these spirits for them to be 
liberated from these adversarial forces. 

We sincerely hope that this study can contribute to 
the enrichment and clarity of a topic that sometimes 
can create disagreement in the lives of believers and 
cause them to under estimate the many 
manifestations of these “spirits” that operate 
extensively in the lives of people who are faraway 
from God and His Word. 

Before rejecting the subject of “spirits” (especially 
considering that there is no unanimity on the subject 
amongst Christians), we suggest careful, critical and 
objective consideration. Past teachings based on 
popular traditions or beliefs, if not substantiated by 
the Word of God, will result in ongoing closed 
mindedness or cynicism. 

May the Spirit of the Lord illuminate our minds and 
hearts so that with all our life, zeal and above all, 
with all the love that we have for people that are in 
need of being helped and liberated, we can dedicate 
ourselves to their good, to the praise and glory of the 
greatest benefactor and liberator: Jesus Christ, the 
Son of the living God. 

Bible quotations in this present work are taken from 
the New International Version. Quotations from other 
versions are clearly indicated. 

Heartfelt thanks go to beloved brother N. Tirelli for 
his work in correcting and editing this work. 

Niagara Falls, June 1999 

Pastor Domenico Barbera 



Chapter 1 

 

LIST OF SPIRITS THAT ARE 
MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE 

 

Premise 
 

he purpose of this chapter is not only to list all 
those passages that explicitly refer to “spirits”, but 

also to identify them with their own specific names as 
the Bible does. However, we must state immediately 
that not all translations of the Bible use the exact 
name of the spirit or spirits for the simple reason that 
sometimes the names are generic. 

In order to know the names of the spirits it will be 
necessary to examine the Jewish or Greek word 
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etymologically. This will consistently make it easier to 
understand and assess the subject. 

Finally, in this list we have not included those 
passages which our translations call, for example, a 
spirit of “vengeance” (Lamentations 3:60), or a spirit 
of “strife” (James 3:14 – KJV) even though the context 
alludes to it, for the simple reason that the word 
“spirit” does not appear in the Hebrew or Greek text. 
With this in mind, here are the Biblical names of 
several spirits: 

The singular form 

� Spirit of jealousy (Numbers 5:14; 5:30) 

� Different spirit (Numbers 14:24) 

� Evil spirit (Jud. 9:23; 1 Sam. 16:14, 15; 16:23; 
18:10; 19:9) 

� Lying spirit (1 Kings 22:22, 23; 2 Chronicles 
18:21, 22) 

� Spirit of the Philistines and of the Arabs (2 
Chronicles 21:16 - KJV) 

� Haughty spirit (Proverbs 16:18) 

� Crushed spirit (Proverbs 17:22; Isaiah 61:3) 

� Perverse spirit (Isaiah 19:14 - KJV) 

� Spirit of deep sleep (Isaiah 29:10 - KJV) 

� Spirit of prostitution (Hosea 4:12; 5:4) 

� Unclean spirit (Zechariah 13:2; Matthew12:43; 
Mark 1:23, 26; 3:30; 5:2,8; 7:25; 9:25; Luke 
8:29; 9:42; 11:24; Revelation 18:2). 

� Mute spirit (Mark 9:17, 25) 

� Deaf spirit (Mark 9:25) 

� Demon (Luke 4:33) 

� Spirit of infirmity (Luke 13:11 – KJV) 
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� Spirit of divination (Acts 16:16 – KJV) 

� Evil Spirit (Acts 19:15, 16) 

� Spirit of bondage (Romans 8:15 – KJV) 

� Spirit of stupor (Romans 11:8) 

� Spirit of the world (1 Corinthians 2:12) 

� Spirit of timidity (2 Timothy 1:7) 

� Spirit of falsehood (1 John 4:6) 

 

The plural form 

� Spirits (Matthew 8:16) 

� Unclean spirits (KJV – Matthew 10:1; Mark 
1:27; 3:11; 5:13; 6:7; Luke 4:36; 6:18; Acts 
5:16; 8:7; Revelation 16:13). 

� Spiritual forces of evil (Ephesians 6:12) 

� Deceiving spirits (1 Timothy 4:1) 

� Spirits of demons (Revelation 16:14) 


