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want to live their lives in obedience and
submission to the Lord’s will as
revealed in the Holy Scriptures
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PREFACE

t is often said today that all religions are

the same. What do you think? Others say:
No, but all lead to God and the best way is
Christ.

This sounds broad-minded, but in reality it is
a denial of the truth. By saying this, we make
“a liar” of our Lord Jesus Christ who said: “I
am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me”
(John 14:6).

The reality is that God has revealed Himself
and there is no other God. He has not been
silent, neither has He been detached from his
creation, man. He has spoken to us in
various ways that are not in contradiction
with one another, because God cannot lie.

In the Holy Scriptures (God’s revelation), the
author of the Letter to the Hebrews expressed
it this way: “In the past God spoke to our
forefathers through the prophets at many
times and in various ways, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son”
(Hebrews 1:1-2).



Following this introduction it is necessary
to make an important point

The Bible is a gold mine. The imperatives, the
directives, the councils, the commandments,
etc. are like a never ending chain of
happiness. Everything written in it is sound
and is not subject to change, just like its
Author, God.

In Deuteronomy 4:40, Moses is speaking on
behalf of God; “Keep his decrees and
commands, which [ am giving you today, so
that it may go well with you and your
children”.

The prophet Jeremiah, inspired of God,
addressed this commandment to the Hebrew
people of his time: “Walk in all the ways I
command you that it may go well with you”
(Jeremiah 7:23).

Jesus, paraphrasing the above, said: “Come
to me... you will find rest [= happiness| for
your souls. (Matthew 11:28-30).

Pastor Domenico Barbera, in this work,
discusses “Some Imperatives from the Bible”.
He skilfully reviews not only positive
imperatives, but unfortunately, also some
negative ones, but all toward understanding
the goal which is happiness.

God is a loving Father who desires good and
happiness for His creation as we have said
earlier, but this requires emphasis on the
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commandments (both positive and negative)
that God gives. To confirm the truth of what we
have stated, which the author of this work has
emphasized, it is sufficient to read
Deuteronomy 11. God assures the happiness
of those that submit to His commandments (=
imperatives).

I have read and reread this work. I can
declare that it has done me much good and
has also revived my faith, thus I am sure that
all who will have this new book (new also in
regard to its subject) of Pastor Domenico
Barbera in their hands will be edified and
encouraged to probe deeper into the Bible to
discover the treasures that it contains.

Nino Tirelli
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INTRODUCTION

Based on the grammar of a language,
“imperative manifest a vast range of
values: command, prayer, invitation, council,
permission, petition, prohibition”. @ The
function is to express oneself in a
“command”, an “invitation”, an “exhortation”,
a “prayer”.

It is widely asserted - without distinction of
religious denomination - that the Bible is the
word of God. Although He did not write it
directly Himself, the author is not man or
men (inasmuch as some forty men drafted it)
but God. Through the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, men compiled the Bible (which is a
miniature library) in all its parts, generally
known as: the “Old and New Testaments”.

Those that accept the canonical writings
know that the Bible is composed of 66 books:
39 belong to the Old Testament and 27 to the
New Testament. Those instead that do not
adhere to only the canonical writings, believe
that the number of books of the Bible is
different and that there are more than 66
books.



Recognizing the sure truth that the Bible is
God’s book, as it is commonly called: “The
Word of God”, we must keep in mind that He
did not cause His book to be written for
Himself; nor even for use by His angels, nor
for all the heavenly hosts, but only for man;
that is to say for all humanity, without regard
to social status, colour of skin or place of
residence. By the phrase “place of residence”,
we mean to refer to planet Earth, without
thought that there are others in various parts
of the Universe.

If we accept that the Bible was written for
man, the Author of this book which is to say
God, wanted to make Himself known to His
creation and at the same time make man
aware of His interest in him. This means that
God has given everything necessary in His
Word so that man, whom He created, may
enjoy blessings both for spiritual as well as
material life.

Moreover, knowing that man will not live
forever on earth, God, through His book,
wanted to enlighten man, not only for earthly
life, but also for eternal life, i.e. life beyond
the grave. The “imperatives” that God caused
to be written in His book have this precise
goal, even though it did not appeal to men
throughout the ages to submit to direction,
commandments or exhortations.

Everything that we write in this book,
speaking specifically about the “imperatives
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of the Bible”, will be in regard to the concepts
of: direction, order, exhortation and prayer
(this last one not meaning a devotional
exercise, but as an invitation to receive, to
welcome something that comes from God and
His Word).

The Bible text that we will use in this work
will be The New International Version (NIV)
and when we believe appropriate we will refer
to other translations which we will not fail to
identify.

Finally, we are duty bound to publicly
acknowledge the work of revision carried out
with great care by the beloved brother, Nino
Tirelli and also for the wise counsel that he
provided us.

The best we can wish for all readers is that
each will treasure what will be read later on,
with a fervent recommendation to put it all
into practice every day.

Domenico Barbera
Niagara Falls, January 2007
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Chapter 1

BIBLE TERMS USED TO
ILLUSTRATE ITS IMPERATIVES

Introductory Note

he terms, “command”, “commandment”,

“commandments”, “order”, “to order”,
“ordered” (in the sense of following a
directive), “was ordered”, which are referred
to in this chapter and that are intended to
show the value of the “imperatives” that the
Bible contains under these entries, are 798 in
all; 712 in the Old Testament and 86 in the



New Testament. This count is based on the
text of the Italian Nuova Riveduta version.

Obviously, in these occurrences, there are
many passages that speak about the
ceremonial liturgies of the Israelites with all
the related rules that God commanded them
to practice, i.e. the sacrifice of animals offered
to the Lord, religious festivals and other
things which today are no longer valid,
considering above all, the sacrifice that Jesus
offered on Calvary once and forever.

Moreover, from the number of occurrences
mentioned above, there are commandments
and orders that were given by men or women
for particular situations. Of course, we will
not take into account any of these. We will
only take into consideration those
commandments and directives given by God,
Jesus Christ, the prophets and the apostles,
keeping in mind above all, that the Church of
the Lord is built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone (Ephesians
2:20).

If it is true that everything continually
changes around us in all areas of life,
including individual, collective and social
religion, i.e. humanity outside of the Church
of the Lord, it is equally true that the Word of
God is not subject to change as declared in
Psalm 119:89, Your word, O LORD, is eternal;
it stands firm in the heavens.

With this premise, we can examine the
information that we find in the Bible
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regarding the above terms in order to
emphasize the “imperatives of the Bible”.

The first principle of the Bible
God’s commandment to the man: Adam

The first “principle” that the Bible mentions is
under the heading of: “commanded”.

16 And the LORD God commanded the man,
"You are free to eat from any tree in the
garden;

17 but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat
of it you will surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17).

After the LORD God had planted a garden in
the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he
had formed; He caused lovely trees to sprout
from the ground. The fruit they produced
served as food for the humans living there. Of
all the trees in the garden, there were two
that were called: The tree of life and the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. Some
believe that the two trees were “similar in
appearance”l. The forbidden fruit was from
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil;
while of the other fruit, i.e. from the tree of
life, there was no prohibition. This means
that, first Adam and later Eve, most certainly
did eat of this fruit.

Leaving aside everything that the
commentators have written to explain our
story, we suggest a simple question to all (it

! Allen P. Ross, Investigate le Scritture, Antico
Testamento, pag. 31
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is not a new question, but a very old one) to
understand it. What was God’s purpose in
ordering Adam not to eat of the fruit of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil?

That this fruit was not the “apple”
symbolizing sexual relations, as some have
asserted and that many have accepted as
divine truth is shown by the blessing that
God gave Adam and Eve when He said to
them: "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill
the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of
the sea and the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the ground"
(Genesis 1:28). No one would deny that
“fruitfulness” could not occur without sexual
relations. Consequently, the forbidden fruit (it
does not matter what it was called), could not
have been sexual relations.

The simplest answer that can be given to the
question is: God asked of the man that He
had created obedience and submission to His
Word. This obedience and submission was
not to have been perceived as an imposition
of divine will over human will, but instead
would be the result of free choice activated in
full spontaneity by the human.

To help understand the value and importance
of obedience, we refer to the military norm. In
this environment, the obedient attitude of a
soldier to his commander’s orders is: “ready,
respectful and absolute”. If military
authorities demand this kind of obedience, it
is silly to think that our God, who is by far
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superior to the highest state authorities,
would require anything less from men.

When He speaks and addresses His Word to
us (99% of it is by the written word, i.e. the
Bible), He wants to be readily listened to. This
attitude shows not only an interest in His
Word, but it also conditions our attitude
towards Him. Moreover, our readiness
unfailingly leads us to seriously consider the
things of God and to obey all that He
communicates to us. That becomes our goal.

But man often behaves the way Governor
Felix behaved when he told Paul: “That's
enough for now! You may leave. When I find it
convenient, I will send for you” (Acts 24:25).
How different instead was Samuel’s attitude:
“Speak, for your servant is listening” (1
Samuel 3:10).

God is never pleased with half measures such
as when we say: “Better a little than nothing
at all”. The Lord does not want partial
obedience; He wants full, deferential
obedience. Even if we do not always
understand certain of the Lord’s commands,
this does not excuse us from submitting to
His Word.

If we accept that the Word of God is truth
and that it is without error, the respect we
manifest toward it is derived from the
knowledge that our God, who is always
interested in our good, deserves our full
confidence in all that He communicates to us.
If we hold fast to this reference point, our
attitude in regard to obedience will not be
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tremulous, but will unfailingly be the result
of a right choice and of full acceptance of the
will of the Lord.

The commandment that God gave not to eat
the forbidden fruit also contained a severe
warning: for when you eat of it you will surely
die.

The question we ask is the following: if it had
not been for the “serpent” succeeding to
convince Eve to eat the forbidden fruit, would
our ancestors have contravened the divine
order? Surely not! This does not mean that
we can excuse them from their responsibility
in what they did. In fact, God later called to
Adam: “Where are you?”

10 He answered, "l heard you in the garden,
and I was afraid because I was naked; so |
hid."

1T And he said, "Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree that [
commanded you not to eat from?"

12 The man said, "The woman you put here
with me—she gave me some fruit from the
tree, and I ate it." (Genesis 3:9-12).

If we had heard these words, we would easily
have acquitted Adam from his guilt since Eve
was truly responsible. But God, without
giving an immediate answer, continues His
intervention by calling out to the woman:
“What is this you have done?” The woman
said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." (v.
13).
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Having heard Adam and Eve’s justification,
God pronounces the sentence:

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent,
"Because you have done this,"Cursed are you
above all the livestock and all the wild
animals! You will crawl on your belly and you
will eat dust all the days of your life.

15 And I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you will
strike his heel."

16 To the woman he said, "I will greatly
increase your pains in childbearing; with pain
you will give birth to children.
Your desire will be for your husband, and he
will rule over you."

17 To Adam he said, "Because you listened to
your wife and ate from the tree about which I
commanded you, 'You must not eat of it’
"Cursed is the ground because of you; through
painful toil you will eat of it all the days of
your life. (v. 14-17).

Reflections

What can we learn from this episode? Here
are some reflections:

1. Obedience to God and His Word must be
the primary and predominant element in our
life; our hopes, desires, plans and programs
must converge and be realized in it. It cannot
be expected that God would put a “seal” of
His approval on us if we take no account of
what He says and we do things our own way.
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There is a saying in the Word of God that
resounds: But now the LORD declares: 'Far be
it from me! Those who honour me I will
honour, but those who despise me will be
disdained’ (1 Samuel 2:30).

How do we honour the Lord? By putting His
Word into practicel The apostle James is
completely correct when he states:

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so
deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not
do what it says is like a man who looks at his
face in a mirror

24 and, after looking at himself, goes away
and immediately forgets what he looks like.

25 But the man who looks intently into the
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues
to do this, not forgetting what he has heard,
but doing it—he will be blessed in what he
does. (James 1:22-25).

To what did Jesus compare the person who
puts His words into practice?

24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words
of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock.

25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and
the winds blew and beat against that house;
yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation
on the rock.

26 But everyone who hears these words of
mine and does not put them into practice is
like a foolish man who built his house on
sand.
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27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and
the winds blew and beat against that house,
and it fell with a great crash.”" (Matthew 7:24-
27).

1. To obey God and His Word is the most
demanding challenge for anyone that
seeks to do what pleases Him. In
Christian life, there is no value in what
pleases us or what pleases those
around us: whether they are parents,
children, brothers, sisters, friends,
work colleagues; but only un what
pleases the Lord.

2. Living one’s existence with the aim of
doing whatever pleases the Lord, at
times requires a price to pay that
consists in being willing to renounce
certain carnal pleasures and
tendencies. With such a disposition, we
will be ready for anything and surely
the Lord will not fail to help us in
various situations of life and in the
choices and decisions that we make.

3. Obedience that is dictated by
imposition is not obedience, but simply
fear. What God wants and what pleases
Him is obedience that represents free
choice and firm determination by the
individual.

4. God has not created robots. He created
conscious and free beings that know
how to express, through voluntary acts,
the choices concerning the standard of
living that they want to follow,
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according to the plans and will of the
Lord. Considering that God never
imposed His will on anyone, we must
realize that failure to obey Him to the
fullest extent that He wants, whether
we like it or not, whether we believe it
or not, will not only result in tragic
consequences from disobedience and
unfaithfulness, but as is stated in
God’s Word: Do not be deceived: God
cannot be mocked. A man reaps what
he sows. The one who sows to please
his sinful nature, from that nature will
reap destruction; the one who sows to
please the Spirit, from the Spirit will
reap eternal life. (Galatians 6:7-8).
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