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PREFACE 

x Abundantia cordis os loquitur!’ 

was what our Latin ancestors used to 
say and this is how I would summarize 

this work by Pastor Domenico Barbera, as he 
expresses himself from the exuberance of 
what he feels in his heart, with a style rich in 
detail. 

The value of this work, beyond its simplicity, 

fluency and depth, resides in the manner in 
which it connects chapter 11 of the letter to 
the Hebrews with the Biblical texts of the Old 
Testament, to survey various characters 
(heroes of the faith) in the light of the context 
in which they are found and of other 
particulars that the letter to the Hebrews 
does not mention. 

This fascinating study is of great assistance 
even to the least erudite reader of the Bible, 
because the clear and detailed exposition that 
the author provides does not require 
intellectual effort. 

A
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Pastor Domenico Barbera was born in 
Lascari, in the province of Palermo (Sicily), in 
1934. From boyhood, he felt a strong calling 
to the ministry and in 1957; he was already 
the head of the ‘A 

Community of Misilmeri and Palermo as 
Pastor with the Assemblies of God in Italy. 
Later (1960), he assumed responsibility for 
the Church of Agrigento until 1972. 
Meanwhile (1966), he obtained the 
administrative appointment of “Minister” with 
the Assemblies of God in Italy (ADI). In 1972, 
he immigrated to Canada where he currently 
resides, carrying on his activity as an 
“ordained minister” with “The Italian 
Pentecostal Church of Canada” in Niagara 
Falls, Ontario. 

This is not the author’s first work. He has 
previously written a volume intended for 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, proving Biblically that 
Jesus Christ is God and two other volumes 
about Christ’s great commission to go and 
preach the Good News of salvation to 
everyone. 

May this study, motivate the reader to follow 
in the footprints of the “Heroes of the faith”, 
awakening in each person a new blaze of love 
for our Lord Jesus Christ “author and 
perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12: 2). 

Nino Tirelli 
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INTRODUCTION 

f we have assumed the burden of writing 
about Hebrews 11, we have not done so 
simply to provide the reader with another 

commentary – even if certain things that we 
write, aside from not being found in ordinary 
commentaries, could be considered as such, 
above all, due to the different content – but in 
order to emphasize the importance of faith 
and its effectiveness, especially in the 
exercise of practical every day life. 

Even though over the years, much has been 
written about faith, we believed it 
appropriate to conduct deeper research into 
the men and women listed in Hebrews 11, 
with the sole objective of understanding the 
different moments and situations that 
characterized the lives of these people. 

Undoubtedly, the way in which we have 
tackled this work, even though it was no 
small task, above all in relation to the Biblical 
text, we believe was worthwhile for the 
inevitable benefit that will result towards 

I
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understanding and assessing the characters 
that we are discussing in regard to their 
faith. We have no pretension of I having 
made sensational discoveries and much less 
to have penetrated into some type of forced 
interpretation. 

We have kept ourselves, in our opinion, to an 
acceptable level, above all if the value of the 
Biblical text is kept in mind as we have 
studied and evaluated it. The reader will 
obviously not lack any advantage in a deeper 
examination of what we have written in this 
work. Biblical texts are quoted from the “New 
International Version” unless otherwise 
indicated. 

We feel an obligation to express heartfelt 
thanks to our beloved brother Nino Tirelli for 
his work in reviewing and editing the text 
with dedication and precision. The best that 
we can wish for all readers is that everyone, 
beyond benefiting from it, would know how to 
appreciate and consider faith, not simply 
from an intellectual point of view or bound by 
one particular denomination, but above all 
with Hebrews 11:6 in mind: 

And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him. 

Niagara Falls, August 1993 

Domenico Barbera 
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PART ONE 

 

MEN OF FAITH: FROM ABEL TO NOAH 
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Chapter 1 

THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH 

e define “heroes of faith”, not in the 
sense of being “superhuman, semi-
divine, equipped with particular 

prerogatives and virtues”, but in the sense of: 

One that, in a war action, demonstrates 
valour, courage, daring; valiant warrior, that 
has been distinguished for his extraordinary 
exploits; someone that fights for an ideal, 
sacrificing his personal interests, someone 
that takes upon himself the defence of a noble 

W
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cause; courageous supporter, patron, 
champion, martyr. Also: one that in battle and 
in suffering, has acquired deep wisdom, 
nobility and strength of mind. 

Hebrews 11 is a passage in Scripture that 
speaks primarily about faith and men of 
faith, using language that is particularly rich 
for religious life and which encourages 
anyone that wants to follow, in their practical 
existence, the example of the characters 
whose actions are described in this part of 
the Scriptures. In this chapter 11 of the letter 
to the Hebrews, the term “faith” is used 20 
times; the phrase: “by faith” is used 19 
times. Sixteen people and two localities (the 
Red Sea and Jericho) are mentioned of which 
it is written: “by faith”. 

From each of these people (not counting all 
the others whose names are not listed in this 

chapter), there is much to learn. They can 
put us on that path of faith in which it is 
possible even today, to see and experience 
the immensity and faithfulness of God. 
Through the centuries, the subject of faith 
has been the object of various and deep 
meditations. 

It has been illustrated with many examples 
and many people that the Bible itself 
presents with the aim of helping us realize 
the promises of God contained in it. Even if 
faith has been interpreted as something that 
projects us into the future and of which we 
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are in absolute need, nonetheless, we cannot 
rule out that it has to do with present life. 
Indeed, if we want to be more precise, the 
prospect of a future cannot be spoken of if in 
the present there is a lack of faith that 
extends over our present existence and life 
beyond the tomb. 

All the men of faith that the Bible presents to 
us and all those that the history of 
Christianity can number in their ranks are 
meant as examples to be imitated. It is, 
therefore, not out of place for us also to speak 
about faith and about men of faith without 
which the constellation of Christian life would 
be devoid of those vivid lights that shine in 
the dark night. 

If we speak of it, we do not do so because 
enough has not already been said about it, 
but in order to try to understand that in the 
right measure, all those factors, internal and 
external had a strong role in the fulfillment of 
all those promises of blessing that were 
fulfilled in their lives. Even if for some of 
them, not everything turned out in their 
earthly lives, the fact is always valid that 
faith is needed to have a rich existence of the 
blessing of God. In Hebrews 11:6, we find it 
written: 

And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him. 
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The structure of this text presents, on the 
one hand, man as he approaches God and on 
the other, God who expresses His satisfaction 
with him. It becomes clear then that there are 
two aspects manifested by faith: one that 
regards man and the other that regards God. 
In order to better understand this truth, we 
will do our best by following a certain order in 
the treatment of the text and we will 
emphasize all those elements that regard 
man with God and God with man. 

1. FAITH, MAN’S PART 

Faith from a practical point of view 

From a practical point of view, we want to 
ask: “What is faith?” This question would 
seem out of place if we failed to explain what 
faith is from the point of view of its 
definition. If we ask this question, it is not 
because we want to ignore the value of the 
definition of faith given to us in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews (we will return to it later), but 
because we want to understand the merit 
and importance of faith from a practical 
point of view. We can answer our question as 
follows: 

Faith is a fundamental and indispensable 
element for Christian life. 

I believe that it will not be superfluous to 
state that there is a difference between what 
is useful and what is indispensable. There 
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are many things in life that are useful, but 
not all are indispensable. 

1) I can do without culture, even if it is very 
desirable, but I cannot do without faith, 
precisely because faith is one of those things 
that are indispensable. Romans 1:17 says: 
The righteous will live by faith. Thus, faith is 
greater than culture and is more important. 

2) I can do without friends and 
acquaintances, even though they are 
important for shaping social life, but I cannot 
do without faith. Without friends and 
acquaintances, I can move forward along the 
path of life, even if in come circumstances, a 
friend is better than a brother (Proverbs 
18:24); but without faith I cannot walk, 
much less stand. Faith, therefore, is greater 
than friends and acquaintances. 

3) I can do without property of any kind, even 

though possessions make me appear before 
men as someone, but I cannot do without 
faith. 

Therefore, faith is greater than possessing 
property of any kind. 

4) I can do without family, even though it is 
source of warmth, affection, care and love; 
but I cannot do without faith. If I must be far 
away from my family, without that warmth 
and without that care to which I am 
accustomed and surrounded, I would suffer; I 
would feel the emptiness, but I would not be 
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impeded in the path of life. Faith, therefore, 
is greater than family relations. 

It is the supporting pillar 

Faith is the supporting pillar of our Christian 

life. There are many pillars in a house, but 
not all are called “supporting columns”. Even 
if pillars are used to join the bricks of a wall 
and make a joint on which to set a pylon, it is 
these that support the entire weight of the 
house. Our lives can very well be compared to 
a house. 

If this house is constructed without a solid 
foundation, it is destined to collapse when 
floods and wind descend upon it; but if the 
house has a solid foundation, the wind may 
blow, the flood waters may rise, but that 
house will not collapse (Matthew 7:24-27). 

Since faith is a supporting pillar of our 
Christian life, it is the only one that will allow 
us to endure all the weight of the various 
storms of life and of all the violent hurricanes 
unleashed against it. 

Even if we were to lose all earthly and human 
comfort and we found ourselves faced with a 
thousand problems of life; despairing of hope 
and if we had to go through “the valley of the 
shadow of death” alone, we would find the 
strength to cry out: I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me (Psalm 23:4). This is faith and 
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this faith is a supporting pillar of Christian 
life. 

It is something that makes me pleasing 
to God 

Since Hebrews 11:6 states that without faith 
it is impossible to please God, it goes without 
saying that faith is the only thing that makes 
me pleasing to God. Being pleasing to God 
does not only mean that we are accepted with 
intimate satisfaction, appreciation and 
approval, but it also means: to cheer 
someone, to render him content and satisfied. 
This is the aspect of faith that regards God 
with man which, not only will we deal with 
immediately, but we will try essentially to 
emphasize it in order to better understand it. 

2. FAITH, GOD’S PART 

It is pleasing to God 

From the text in Hebrews 11:6, what appears 
clear is not only the part that concerns man, 
but it also emphasizes the part that concerns 
God. 

Perhaps we have never heard that with faith 
there is something that has to do with God. I 
do not hide the fact that for many years I had 
never seen this aspect of faith. But as I 
meditated on the phrase “please him”, I 
realized this important truth. 

The Greek word used in Hebrews 11:6 is: 
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“euarestesai”, from “euaresteo” which 
means: 

1) Appeals to; is pleasing 

2) To be content, to take delight in. 

In turn, the term “pleasing”, from a linguistic 

point of view means: 

“To accept with intimate satisfaction; to 
appreciate, to approve of, to cheer someone, to 

render content and satisfied”. 

According to this linguistic definition (which 
is perfectly coherent with the Greek meaning 
of the term), faith is something that brings 
joy to God; something that satisfies Him; that 
makes Him happy. Therefore, with my faith, I 
can make my God happy, I can satisfy Him, 
and I can delight Him. Perhaps these simple 
statements, at first, may seem absurd, 
excessive and practically filled with 
fanaticism. But if we consider the Scriptures 
carefully, we realize that God wants to be 
pleased. 

Just as God “grieves” over man’s wickedness, 
so is He pleased, not only when man does 
what is right, but above all for the faith that 
he shows. 

Since my faith pleases God, as a believer, I 
must be concerned that my Lord be delighted 
by the joy that I convey to Him. From an 
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unbelieving and perverse world, God cannot 
expect anything that will satisfy Him. 

The world, meaning humanity that lives 
alienated from God, has always been and will 
always be the reason for God’s sorrow and 
there is no satisfaction for Him in what the 
world does. The only ones that can make God 
happy are all those that have faith, precisely 
because faith gives Him joy and satisfaction. 
In order to better appreciate and understand 
the above statement, keep in mind the 
following: 

1) I can please myself and not please 

God 

This means to say that what may bring me 
joy, does not always bring joy to God. How 
often are we extremely happy and satisfied 
with something that we have done by our 
own endeavours and perhaps we are proud of 
our success, of the way things turned out 
and we are persuaded that because we are 
happy and satisfied, then our God must also 
be happy? What we do is not always in 
agreement with God’s will and not everything 
that man does is based on faith. If, without 
faith, I cannot satisfy and please God, then it 
is clear that anything I do without faith will 
never be a reason for God to rejoice. 

2) I can please friends and relatives and 
not please God 
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We can think, for example, of all those 
comedians that make their audiences go mad 
with joy at their shows, but often they 
themselves remain outside that state of 
happiness and satisfaction. 

It is what pleases God 

It is interesting and, at the same time, 
important to consider the linguistic meaning 
of the term “to please”. 

Make happy, to amuse, to feel joy, to feel 
satisfaction, satisfied. 

With my faith I can make my God happy; I 
can satisfy my Lord; I can make Him feel joy 
and satisfy Him. Is it possible to think of 
these terms when we apply these concepts to 
God? Perhaps we are inclined to always think 
of ourselves and the reasonable hope of God 
does not come to mind. Or perhaps we think 
that we are in need of happiness, 
amusement, joy and satisfaction. 

These are blessings that come from above 
and it is God that gives man happiness, 
enjoyment, joy and satisfaction. 

How is it possible that I am able to delight my 
God as though He possessed the same 
necessities and hopes as me? If we look at 
the Scriptures carefully, the veil that covers 
our eyes will be removed and we will be able 
to see the truth. 
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There are many passages in the Bible that 
speak about taking delight in man, such as 
for example: 

Psalm 111:2; 112:2; 119:16, 35, 47, 70; 
Romans 7:22. But not many speak about 
delighting God; those few that do are 
sufficient to prove that God also has His 
delight. Through the examination of these 
texts, we can better explain what we stated 
previously. We believe that Job 22:3 can be 
cited as a first text. This passage provides us 
an important element to keep in mind in the 
course of our meditation. The text says: 

What pleasure would it give the Almighty if 
you were righteous? What would he gain if 
your ways were blameless? 

This text is clear enough to help us 
understand (even if it is presented in the form 
of a question), that God does not gain 
pleasure from the righteousness of man. That 
is to say that whatever man does that merits 
being attributed as just, provides no pleasure 
to the Omnipotent. 

Keeping this truth in mind, let us examine 
those texts that speak about what does 
delight God. 

The first reference is found in Isaiah 62:4: 

No longer will they call you Deserted, or name 
your land Desolate. But you will be called 
Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; for the 
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LORD will take delight in you, and your land 
will be married. 

The reference is to Zion and therein does the 
Lord take His delight. On two different 
occasions Jesus is declared, by the Father, to 
be His Son “with whom I am well pleased”: 
at the river Jordan (Matthew 3:17; Mark 
1:11; Luke 3:22) and on the mount of 
transfiguration (Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; 2 
Peter 1:17). Once, Isaiah 42:1 is applied to 
Jesus (cp. Matthew 12:18) and twice He is 
presented as the “son, whom I love” in two 
parables (Mark 12:6 and Luke 20:13). 

These are the only texts that can be quoted 
as confirmation that God is well pleased and 
for the most part, His satisfaction is 
expressed in His Son. It is interesting, at this 
point, to verify the meaning of the phrase 
“well pleased”. 

1. “Dear, loved, bound in tender affection 
(and this assumes a mutual relationship of 
authentic kindness, therefore the good of one 
is identified with the good of the other) as 
happens, for example, in the relationship 
between spouses, in the intimacy of the 
family and in friendship. 

2. That is loved with a tender sense of 
protection and harmony and generosity (such 
as the love that comes from God to His 
creation, from parents to their children, from 

superiors to their underlings). 
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3. That is loved with thankfulness, reverence, 
esteem, respect (such as the love that comes 
from the created to their Creator, from a son 
to his father, from one that is protected to his 
benefactor). 

4. In a tangible sense: that which is the 
occasion or cause of pleasure, joy, relief, 
comfort. 

5. Pleasant diversion, amusement such as 
found in art, science (but without deep 
engagement or total dedication of one’s 
intellect), or a collector of art works, old 
medals, rare and precious objects ". 

Since Jesus is presented as “pleasing”, 
meaning He who gives and causes pleasure, 
joy and satisfaction to the Father, He can be 
taken as a model to better understand the 
statement in Hebrews 12:2: Looking to Jesus, 
the leader and perfect example of our faith 
(Luzzi). Personally, I am not disposed to 
accept this translation for the following 
reasons. There are two words in the Greek 
text of Hebrews 12:2 that must be kept in 
mind. 

1) The term “arkegos” means: “Root cause, 
principle, initiator, founder, author, head, 
monarch, chief. 

2) The term “teleiotes” means: “one who 
completes, perfection, completion”. 

3) Jesus is presented as the reference point  
to faith and not faith as the reference point 
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to Jesus. Thus, it is more correct to translate 
it: 

Keeping our eyes on Jesus, author and 
finisher of our faith, who, for the joy that was 
set before Him, endured the cross, scorning its 
shame and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

If faith originates in Jesus (because it is He 
that brought it into existence), it goes without 
saying since faith has a course of 
development to follow, that Jesus who 
initiated it, is also the One to carry it to its 
fulfillment or perfection. If faith is pleasing to 
God and God is cheered and satisfied by it; 
and if Jesus is specifically presented as 
pleasing to the Father and keeping in mind 
that He is the author of faith, it goes without 
saying that Jesus causes joy and satisfaction 
to the Father. In the same way, all those that 
have faith cause joy, satisfaction and 
pleasure to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

3. A STANDARD FOR THOSE THAT 
DRAW NEAR TO GOD 

And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him (Hebrews 11:6). 

The middle portion of this text presents us a 
standard for anyone that would draw near to 
God. What is a standard? It is that which 
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serves as a rule, guide, measure, and 
example. Man, in all of his activities, has 
standards that regulate various 
manifestations; both in relation to his private 
life and in relation his lifestyle. 

Let us take, for example, a famous University 
that is concerned with its prestige and with 
the development of specialized studies. 
Usually, there are strict standards that 
regulate the course of the University and 
anyone that wants to attend it will have to 
submit to those rules. If an applicant, for 
instance, wants to apply for admission with 
an average grade of 70%, he would be 
rejected because the school has a standard 
that establishes a minimum requirement of 
80%. 

In every professional activity or every 
competition for a certain work position, there 
are standards that are established: level of 
education, experience, ability, etc. God also 
has His rules for all men of every age; 
patterns that He makes known to us so that 
by knowing them, we can conform to His 
Divine will. 

4. THE STANDARD OF HEBREWS 11:6 

The standard of Hebrews 11:6 concerns 
anyone that draws near to God. We must 
immediately state that this rule is not 
selective as though to say: You, so and so, 
can approach God, while you cannot. God 
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has not established a discriminatory criterion 
for men. There are no personal preferences or 
considerations. Everyone, great and small, 
men and women, learned or ignorant, white 
or black, healthy or sick; all can draw near 
and no one will be rejected by God. The men 
of the Old Testament knew the blessedness of 
drawing near to God Blessed are those you 
choose and bring near to live in your courts! 
(Psalm 65:4) 

Even though the words of this text seem to 
emphasize the fact that it is God that grants 
this privilege to man, nonetheless, the 
declaration that no one that draws near to 
the Lord will be rejected, always remains 
true. 

… whoever comes to me (Jesus) I will never 
drive away (John 6: 37). 

Some have testified how good it was for them 
to draw near to God. 

But as for me, it is good to be near God. I have 
made the Sovereign LORD my refuge; I will tell 
of all your deeds (Psalm 73:28). 

Often, people who read the writings of the Old 
Testament may think that not all men have 
free access to God; that only a small number 
of people or a small nation enjoys this 
particular privilege. With the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ among men, things have 
changed for everyone. All men have been 
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placed in a position of privilege. The following 
text confirms this. 

In him (the Lord Jesus Christ) and through 
faith in him we may approach God with 
freedom and confidence (Ephesians 3:12). 

If there existed any difficulty for man to draw 
near to God before the coming of Jesus 
Christ, it was removed by Christ in virtue of 
what He obtained on behalf of man; freedom 
to draw near to God. Now the way that leads 
to God is free, because Christ has made it so. 
As a result, man, regardless of his social 
condition, can very well, if he wants to, draw 
near to God with full confidence through 
faith in Christ. 

In fact, not only has Christ made access to 
God possible, but more, for anyone that 
places his faith in Him, He Himself will be 
the presenter before the Father. There is 
therefore no concern or problem that man 
cannot bring to God. 

5. TWO THINGS THAT GOD REQUIRES 

To anyone who comes to God 

This phrase “to draw near” has a particular 
meaning, in that it speaks to us about 
“approaching” God. This is not about drawing 
near to a man, a religious organization or a 
local church, but about drawing near to God. 
Today, as always, from when Adam first 
sinned by doing the opposite of what God had 
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commanded him, man has always distanced 
himself more and more from the Lord, to the 
point where he has elevated a wall between 
himself and his God. If Hebrews 11:6 
contains the phrase “comes to him”, it is 
because God wants to teach us that He 
desires that man does not remain eternally 
separated from Him. 

The very fact that Jesus Christ came among 
men, suffered and died for them, is 
overwhelming proof of the great opportunity 
that God offers to humanity to draw near to 
Him by faith in Christ Jesus. God never 
coerces man and He never acts against their 
will. God wants all men to be saved (1 
Timothy 2:4). 

Only when man wants it, will he realize what 
God has done for his salvation. The access 
path to God is open; all can pass over it 
without discrimination of any kind and all 
those who make the decision to draw near to 
God will have made a good choice for life and 
eternity. 

He must believe that He exists 

With the exception of man’s free choice when 
he decides to draw near to God, once this 
decision is made, he must know what God 
desires and what the way that he must follow 
before God is. “He must believe that He 
exists”. Notice that it is not a counsel and 
much less a suggestion. Counsels and 
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suggestions can be accepted or rejected. It is 
commanded, compulsory and firm: “He 
must”. 

This is not a condition that God places before 
someone that is undecided; it is given to 
those who already have decided to come near 
to God. 

He must believe that He exists. In what sense 
must this phrase be understood? Even if we 
explain it in the sense of God’s existence, as 
some commentators have done, we believe 
that the meaning goes beyond a simple 
conceptual truth. The very fact that a person 
comes to God, already of itself, implies a 
conviction of God’s existence, otherwise, 
drawing near would make no sense. God “is” 
and anyone that draws near to Him must 
believe that He is. It is not, therefore, about a 
God of the past or even about a God of the 
future, but of the God of the present. 

Faith in God must not be professed in what 
concerns the past and it must not even be 
placed in the future: it must be in the 
present. Today, God hears me; He comes to 
my aid. Today, God saves me; frees me, heals 
me and fills me with every good thing. 

This truth is unknown by a multitude of 
believers. They know how to speak very well 
about what God has done in times past; they 
also know how to speak with a certain 
resoluteness of what He will do in the future. 
But it is to the present that God wants to 
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bring us. It is of the actual moment that He 
wants us to think, because faith must find 
its way to exist and to express itself in the 
present. It is in the present that God’s 
faithfulness must be experienced by what He 
has said or promised. What is the value of 
remembering what our forefathers saw and 
spoke about (Psalm 44:1) and what the 
children of God will have in the glory of 
eternity when our present is empty and dark? 

6. REWARDER OF THOSE WHO SEEK 
HIM 

If the person that comes to God must believe 
that He exists in the present, it is not 
incongruous to believe that the same God of 
time is the rewarder of anyone that seeks 
Him. Usually, when we think and speak 
about rewards, it is generally in reference to 
the future when God will give a reward to 
each according to his works. 

We cannot deny the many statements in the 
Bible concerning the future. But the reward 
of which Hebrews 11:6 speaks is for the 
present. 

That means that faith will not only be 
rewarded beyond the tomb, but it will also be 
for present life. Living the Christian life with 
the perspective and certainty that our faith is 
rewarded in the present means that, in the 
final analysis, we live with the knowledge of 
Divine riches. 
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Faith does not bring a person to live his life 
in misery, as though he had nothing but 
words. 

Jesus came to give us life and existence in 
abundance (John 10:10). If, in the course of 
this present life, we live in dryness and 
misery, this is not the existence that Jesus 
has given us. Faith takes possession of 
Divine riches and when a person comes to 
God, he does not do so only to confess his 
faith in God, to believe that He is the God of 
the present, but he draws near also to receive 
the answer to his prayer. If he seeks God with 
the burning desire of David: 

O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; 
my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, 
in a dry and weary land where there is no 
water (Psalm 63:1). 

If he holds firmly to his purpose:  

And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the 
God of your father, and serve him with 
wholehearted devotion and with a willing 
mind, for the LORD searches every heart and 
understands every motive behind the 
thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by 
you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you 
forever (1 Chronicles 28:9). 

And if he pays attention: 

Listen to me, Asa and all Judah and 
Benjamin. 
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The LORD is with you when you are with him. 
If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if 
you forsake him, he will forsake you (2 
Chronicles 15:2). 

If he seeks Him with all his heart (Psalm 
119:2) and, above all, if he believes what 
Jesus said: Ask and it will be given to you 
(Matthew 7:7), then faith will be rewarded 
and he will be able to testify of the 
truthfulness and faithfulness of the Word of 
God and His promises for present life and for 
all eternity (Psalm 34:4). Let us be committed 
to God; faithful to Him and He will do what 
He has promised. 


